Three strains of a Pasteurella haemolytica-like bacterium were isolated from lesions of a progressive granuloma of cattle in southern Brazil. Their characteristics and their differentiation from P. haemolytica varieties and Actinobacillus lignieresii are described. The name "Pasteurela granulomatis" is proposed for this apparently new taxon.
Gram-negative bacteria first referred to as Pasteurella haemolytica-like have been isolated from cattle in southern Brazil with a disease called lechiguana (5) . This disease is characterized by the formation of a large subcutaneous granuloma which has marked proliferation of fibrous tissue and is usually located in the scapular region. The lesion contains microabscesses with rosettelike colonies of bacteria in their centers. The disease, unlike actinobacillosis, is not spread via the lymphatics and does not involve the tongue. Without antibiotic treatment, the disease can be fatal (5) .
Three strains of the P. haemolytica-like organism which has been given the name "Pasteurella granulomatis" were isolated from three cattle with typical cases of lechiguana after culture of tissue obtained by deep biopsy of the tumors. Fourteen isolates were obtained but only three were retained for further study. Efforts at reproducing the disease with the P. granulomatis isolates were successful and will be described separately. The purpose of this report is to describe the characteristics of three strains of P. granulomatis and to present evidence that they constitute a new taxon.
All three strains, 26, 115, and 294, appeared as small coccobacilli or short rods after culture on 5% bovine blood agar or Trypticase soy agar for 24 h. They were indistinguishable in shape from strains of Pasteurella multocida and P. haemolytica.
Of the three strains, only strain 115 had capsules when organisms from colonies on blood agar were stained by Maneval stain (4 
o-nitrophenyl-p-D-galactopyranoside (ONPG), 4-nitrophenyl-fi-D-glucopyranosiduronic acid (PGUA), and o-nitrophenyl-,-D-xylopyranoside (PNPX) (3)
, and the amino acid decarboxylase tests were performed as described previously (3) . Other biochemical tests were performed in three different laboratories by using standard procedures.
Positive reactions were obtained for oxidase, catalase (weak), NO3 reduction, P-glucuronidase (PGUA), and Igalactosidase (ONPG). Acid but no gas was obtained from glucose, galactose, sucrose, lactose (7 days), maltose (7 days), cellobiose (7 days), sorbitol, mannitol (7 days), salicin, and esculin. No acid or gas was obtained from arabi- From the characteristics described, the three strains studied do not conform to the P. haemolytica biotypes described previously (1-3). Although they resemble "P. haemolytica 3rd type" (3), they differ from this variety in being xylose negative and P-glucuronidase positive.
Data collected on these strains thus far indicate that they constitute a new taxon, for which the name Pasteurella granulomatis is proposed (gran.u-lo'matis. L. dim. n. granulum, a small grain; Gr. suff. - 
